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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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' Honorable Eomer Garrison, Jr., Pirector
Department of Fublie Safety
Camp Meabry

Austin, Texas

Pear Sirt

¥e are in receipt
opinion upon the following

, highways of this State a gemi-traileyr that by

-7 actual measurens s thirty five feet
in length, du . b, truck-~tracter
the distance Lfromt

s COoxmercial motor vehioles,
Srailer, or semi~treller shall

of-- thirty-five (35) feet, and

? such vehicles ooupled togeth-
54 a totael length of forty-five

; xlens such vehicle or combination

of vehlvles 'is operated exclusively within the
lizitas of an incorporated oity or town.,*

Seotion 3 of the recent Aet of the Legislaturs
inoreasing the load limit, House Bill No., 19, Acts Forty-
seventh Legisleture, Regular Session, provides:

“*Hothing in thias Aot shall be construed
88 authorizing an inorsase in the size or dimen~
sions 0f ocommercial moter vehicles as provided
in the present law,”

; 5 NO COMMUNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUKD AS A DERARTMENTAL OFINION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GRNERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT
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Section 3o of the above=-quoted Article BE7a,
Vernon's Texes Fenal Statutes, specifically provides that
YKo o + o+ Bemli-trailer shall exceed a length of thirty-
five feet.” It follows that any semi-trailer whioh by
sctual measurement exceeds “hirty-five feet in length,
cannot be lawfully operated upon the public highways of

ands Hétada Tha atututa alaaniv sasantamntatan that 4n Aa.

sermining the length of a unit in a combination, esach
particular unit must be considered separately; as for ex~
ample, in determining the length of a semi-trailer, the
measurement would be the over-all length of gsuch semi-
traller and not from the back wheels of a truck-tractor
to whioh it might be attached or from the king pin of

the semi~trailer. The location of the king pin or pivot
point on the semi-trailer might affect the over-all length
of the combination dut not the unit.

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

By /,%W
Cepil C. Cammack
Ansistant
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